PREFACE
VARIOUS suggestions have been made to me, from time to time, of suitable subjects for authorship. I have been advised, for instance, to explain "How to Become a Journalist." Another idea was "How to Make a Living Without Working." The merits of this second title were urged most persuasively. I was assured that it would make any book a certain "best seller."
Some misguided persons even seemed to think that the second could be used as a sub-title for the first. Certainly, to judge from the inquiries I receive, many young people see in journalism a straight and easy road to fortune.
My own ideas pointed to India twenty-five years ago, in the last phases of the British raj, and, alternatively, to a full, uncensored account of my war adventures.
When mulling over these various possibilities, I happened to read W. A. Darlington's entertaining book / Do What I Like. It struck me that one solution of my problem lay in an autobiography. Though I cannot, with any confidence, tell young people today what is the best way to become a journalist, I can at least tell them how / became one. It also seemed to me that to like your job is even better than getting a living without working, and most journalists do like their job.
Moreover, an autobiography would give me the chance of filling in the uncensored parts of Long Road to Leros, and continuing the story of my war corresponding up to the armistice.
There was small danger of doubling on Mr. Darlington, for, though we have lived in the same half-century and we both work, in different specialist capacities, for the same newspaper, we have really existed in totally different worlds. He is a product of public school and university; I, of free education and professional apprenticeship. He lives in, and